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1. ‘The following is & list of the factors cited by Anbassador Thompson,
with our prief coments sttached to each.

A, Genuine anger over wnat the Soviets consider repested provocative
viclaticne of their territory. {We sgree, but note thet K meneged to
restrain his snger until he had the goods. Then he mede & deliberate
decision to exploit the incident before the Sunmit.)

B. A demend for s strong stand by the Soviet military, who aré unhappy
over demobilization. (We tend %o disecount, or to accept this would be %o
believe X much weaker in domestic politics than we heve estimeted.
Hovever, we cannot prove Taampscn vrong. It is true that (1) military

. clearly most unhsppy; (2) party making nu:\';es about commenders who do not
follow perty decisions; (3) much telk about demobilization but not much
sction; (4) chenges in high command. Therefore, it is possible that

there hes been zome footdragging, in vhich case plsne incident would give

military strong card to pley. ) mcwﬂ' ¥\O S *“""“"'
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. A desire to put the President on the defensive at the Summit
end wesken our poeition in the Western alliance. (We believe this
to be K's domirﬁfnt motive., It 1s consistent with his tectics in the past;
he is not & men to forege exploiting eny chink thet mey show in his
opponent's armor and we note thst he has been careful not to sey saything
which might block heving the summit.)

D. Khrushchev's possible discoursgement on Sumiit prospects and
his consequent desire to prepare the public for fallure. {We doubt
that K's personel. expectetions from the Summit heve been so high. On the

(_h_av\oL)

other} it 1s quite possible that the Soviet public may have been over -

optimistic.)
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£, EKnrushchev's belief that s strong stand mey bs required
becsuse of increased opposition to his policies within the USSR and
the Bloc. (If the plenum lact week is any evidence, he is not under
any great pressure in the USSR, However, see my notes on B, above.)
le is under strong pressure from Chins, and lesser pressure from
fastern Burope. Put if he became convinced that the Chinese had
gons too far in their challenge to him, and/or that domestic enemies
were hitting him in a vulnerable point, his personal commitment to a
detente might cause these pressures to backfire - i.e.; he might
feel greater pressure to seek detente rather than to oppose it.)
II. Thompson concludes that internal problems will limit Khrushchev's
freedom of actions at the summit, but that, while working for the
victory of Commmnism, he germinely desires relaxstion of tensions and
diminishing the danger of war., (We agree, but feel this statement plays
down too much the force and dynsmism of his approach to internstional
problems. It implies that he would aveld throwing international
tantrums, yot plane incident makes clear that pressure element 1;' his
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